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until the Church by its oecumenical judgment
should decide the points at issue. The
Council of Trent opened with a few prelates
at the appointed time, too late for an agree-
ment with men who were hardened against
Rome by twenty-five years of controversy.
In 1547 the Emperor, commanding Italian
and Papal troops, won the great victory of
Miihlberg over the Lutherans. It decided
nothing. At Passau, and then at Augsburg
in 1555, a regular peace was concluded
by which these same Lutherans gained
toleration for themselves, but other sectaries
svere left without recognition. No man,
however, was henceforth to suffer death on
account of his nonconformity ; but dissenters
might be expelled. This was the principle
" Cujus regio, ejus religio," the creed followed
the prince. By another clause, of " ecclesi-
astical reservation," if a Catholic prelate
fell away he thereby lost his " spiritual"
dominions. In virtue of this exception,,
territories extending from Austria to the
Rhine and as far down as Holland were
preserved " under the crozier." But to the
apprehension of Charles V. the Peace of
Augsburg took from the Holy Roman Empire
its sacred character and its meaning. His